Week  of  March  10,  1999 


Issue  5 


Fitchburg  State  College 


Riccards  invited 
to  speak  in 
Rome 

Page  2 


Get  personal  - 
it's  in  the  stars 

Page  5 


10,000  Maniacs 
review 


Page  8 


Basketball  ends 
winter  season 
Page  1 2 


Fight  breaks  out  during  concert 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

A  fight  broke  out  while  opening  act 
Fast  Life  Dynasty  performed  at  a  con- 
cert headlined  by  the  Lost  Boys  Friday 
night  in  Weston  Auditorium,  on  cam- 
pus. 

The  fight  was  initiated  by  a  member 
of  Fast  Life  Dynasty,  a  local  hip-hop 
band  that  had  been  invited  to  perform 
after  winning  an  FSC  contest,  accord- 
ing to  witnesses. 

Witnesses  said  the  fight  started  when 
one  of  the  rappers  on  stage  took  offense 
at  something  that  was  shouted  at  him  by 
a  member  of  the  crowd  gathered  around 
the  stage. 

"He  was  doing  a  rap  and  in  mid-sen- 
tence he  just  dove  off  of  the  stage," 
said  Guy  Marochino,  who  attended  to 
show  with  friends. 


"It  looked  like  the 
fight  turned  into  six  or 
seven  people  just  kick- 
ing and  beating  the 
(explicative)  out  of  this 
kid,"  Marochino  said. 

"We  broke  up  the 
fight  and  that  was  it,  the 
concert  went  on,"  said 
Capt.  James  Hamel  of| 
FSC  Campus  Police. 
He  said  he  didn't  know 
if  the  people  involved  were  students; 
none  of  them  needed  medical  attention. 
The  hip-hop  concert  was  sponsored 
by  the  Programs  Committee.  Brian 
Bicknell,  the  group's  adviser,  said  he 
didn't  want  negative  publicity  to  mar 
the  group's  efforts.  "The  fact  that  there 
was  a  fight  there  was  too  bad,  but  it  cer- 
tainly doesn't  mean  we  wouldn't  do  it 


'We  broke  up  the 
fight  and ...  the  con- 
cert went  on." 


again,"  Bicknell  said  of  presenting  a 
hip-hop  show.  After  the  opening  act  left 
the  stage,  the  Lost  Boys  took  over  and 
got  the  crowd  dancing  again. 


SGA's  leadership  threatened 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

Student  trustee  Brett  Connolly  was 
speaking  at  the  Student  Government 
Association  meeting  on  March  2  when 
he  noticed  that  representative  Catherine 
Halacy  was  crying.  He  yielded  the  floor 
to  secretary  Rebecca  Morse,  who  spoke 
on  Halacy' s  behalf. 

"I  had  heard  Tim  Pellettier  making 
rude  comments  to  me  about  fellow 
SGA  members,"  Morse  said  in  a  state- 
ment she  later  submitted  in  writing  to 
the  FSC  Campus  Police.  Officer  Amy 
Dwyer  of  the  FSC  Campus  Police  was 
called  during  the  meeting,  and  took 
statements  from  students  involved. 

"This  is  a  college,  people  here  are 
adults  and  have  to  start  taking  responsi- 
bility for  their  actions,"  Richard 
Kinsley,  president  of  the  class  of  2002, 
said  during  the  meeting. 


While  this  issue  got  the  most  emo- 
tional reaction  of  the  night,  there  were 
several  other  problems  facing  SGA  on 
the  agenda. 

The  first  was  the  possible  dismissal 
of  student  trustee  Connolly,  who  had 


missed  several  SGA 
meetings.  He  was  sent 
a  letter  asking  for  his 
resignation  by 

Executive  Board  mem- 
ber Drew  LeBlanc. 

"I  don't  think  that 
he's  taken  the  proper 
measures  to  keep  in 
contact  with  us.  I  don't 
feel  as  though  he's  rep- 
resenting us,"  said  an 
SGA  member. 

Tara  Petruzzi  argued 
against  the  dismissal,  saying,   "He's 
doing  a  very  good  job." 

Connolly  said  in  a  letter  that  he  had 
secured  a  job  and,  although  absent  from 
the  meetings,  still  made  himself  very 
available  to  students.  The  letter  was 
read  at  the  meeting. 

SGA  voted  on  drafting  a  letter  to 
both  the  president  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees  that  would  request  that  they 
remove  Connolly  from  this  position, 
even  when  they  were  faced  with  the 
possibility  that  Connolly  could  very 
well  serve  out  his  term  with  the  letter 
never  even  being  brought  up  in  discus- 
sion due  to  the  heavy  workload  the 


"Leadership  isn't  just  a  phrase  that 
college's  like  to  use,  it's  a  phrase 
that  you  have  to  take  the  steps 
toward  realizing. "  -  Tullio  Nieman 


board  faces  at  their  meetings. 

The  vote  past  with  15  in  favor,  three 
opposed  and  one  abstaining. 

Connolly  arrived  at  approximately 
nine  that  evening  to  discuss  scholarship 
packets. 

Many  students  took  this  opportunity 
to  express  their  concerns  to  Connolly  in 
person.  Several  of  them  stated  that  they 
were  not  using  his  absenteeism  as  a 
means  of  attack. 

The  members  stated  that  they  want- 
ed to  work  in  the  best  interest  of  the  stu- 
dents, but  that  the  lack  of  communica- 

continued,  page  4 
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ACC  flooded  with  new  proposals 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

Thirty  new  proposals  landed  at  the 
feet  of  the  All  College  Council  at  the 
beginning  of  their  monthly  meeting 
held  on  Mar.  3.  All  30  have  been 
referred  to  the  Academic  Policy 
Committee,  Student  Affairs  and 
Curriculum  Committee.  Proposals  34  - 
38  were  delegated  to  APC,  while  pro- 
posals 40-42  were  turned  over  to 
Student  Affairs,  and  39,  43,  45  thru  63 
were  passed  down  to  CC. 

The  council  then  took  ACC  no.  nine 
from  the  table  and  opened  it  for  discus- 
sion. This  proposal  calls  for  the  dele- 
tion of  the  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
social  sciences,  English  and  history 
degrees,  and  the  conversion  of  these 
majors  into  Bachelor  of  Arts,  requiring 
two  years  of  language  studies. 

"If  we're  going  to  go  this  route,  we 
need  to  look  at  every  liberal  arts  degree 
and  look  at  languages  for  all  of  them," 
stated  a  concerned  guest  at  the  meeting. 
Faculty      members   were    present   to 


argue  against  the  acceptance  of  ACC 
no.  9,  claiming  that  there  are  not 
enough  language  professors  and  classes 
to  accommodate  the  influx  of  students. 

The  council  voted  on  this  and  defeat- 
ed the  proposal,  zero  in  favor,  12 
opposed  and  one  abstaining. 

The  next  proposal  for  discussion  was 
ACC  no.  11,  suggests  shortening  the 
withdraw  time  by  two  weeks.  The 
council  tabled  this  proposal  in  order  to 
find  out  whether  it  would  affect  a  stu- 
dent's financial  aid  within  that  semes- 
ter. After  determining  that  this  propos- 
al would  not,  the  council  began  debate. 
Concern  was  expressed  over  how 
much  information  a  student  would  have 

hy   the   sixth    week   of  class       Student 


interns,  who  often  used  the  first  six 
weeks  to  orient  themselves  with  the 
new  environment,  were  also  discussed.. 
The  proposal  was  voted  on  and  unan- 
imously defeated  due  to  a  lack  of  feed- 
back for  the  students  concerning  their 
grades. 

ACC  no.  26  suggests  the  discontin- 
uation of  the  constitution  exam  created 
to  make  up  for  a  lack  of  government 
classes  offered  by  the  school.  This  test 
directly  examines  the  knowledge  of  the 
student  on  the  constitution  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
While  FSC  offers  many  courses  in 
government  and  politics,  the  most  pop- 
ular amongst  students  is  U.S.  History 
which  offers  no  information  on  the  state 
constitution. 

After  debate  this  proposal  voted  on 
and  passed,  ten  in  favor,  one  opposed 
and  two  abstaining. 

ACC  no.  27,  the  president's  draft  to 
rebuild  the  chemical  department,  was 
voted  on  and  passed,  seven  in  favor, 
three   opposed,   and  two   abstaining. 


ACC  no.  28,  to  keep  the  chemistry  fac- 
ulty intact  instead  of  disbursing  them 
into  other  departments,  was  voted  on 
and  passed,  eight  in  favor,  three 
opposed  and  one  abstaining. 

ACC  no.  19  which  was  the  creation 
of  a  class  on  Asian  Politics  was  tabled 
awaiting  further  information.  This  con- 
cluded CC's  report  to  ACC  and  APC 
then  got  the  floor. 

APC  brought  ACC  no.  33  into  dis- 
cussion. ACC  no.  33  concerns  the 
1999-2000  academic  calendar  which 
falls  six  days  short  of  the  155  instruc- 
tional days  minimum.  This  was  voted 
on  and  approved  by  ACC  as  it  stood 
amended  by  APC  to  meet  the  BHE  pre- 
requisite. 

ACC  will  meet  again  Wed.,  April  7, 
at  3:30  p.m.  in  Miller  Hall  Oval.  All 
students  and  faculty  members  are 
encourage  to  attend  and  voice  their  con- 
cerns and  opinions  with  the  proposals. 
More  information  will  follow;  please 
keep  reading  The  Point. 


Riccards  invited  to  speak  in  Rome 


by  John  P.  McCarthy 

FSC  president  Michael  P.  Riccards  is 
traveling  to  Rome  this  month  to  speak 
at  the  Pontifical  University  of  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas,  also  known  as  the 
Anglicum. 

In  a  two-day  series  of  lectures  to 
Roman  Catholic  priests,  seminarians, 
and  religious  lay  people,  Riccards  will 
discuss  controversies  surrounding  con- 
traception, abortion,  and  homosexuali- 
ty. He  said  he  will  encourage  open- 
minded  discussion  among  Anglicum 
members  while  addressing  both  sides  of 
these  issues. 

"I'm  not  a  theologian.  My  perspec- 
tive will  be  historical.  I  will  try  to 
explain  the  development  of  the  current 
church's  attitudes  toward  each  of  those 
areas,"  said  Riccards,  a  practicing 
Roman  Catholic. 

Riccards  said  he  plans  to  speak  about 
the  significance  of  "Humanae  Vitae,"  a 
letter  opposing  birth  control.  This  letter, 
which  was  directed  to  bishops,  was 
signed  by  Paul  VI,  who  was  the  pope  of 
the  church  from  1963  -  1978. 

Riccards  believes  the  church  should 
reconsider  its  formal  assumptions  while 
allowing  both  sides  of  the  issue  to  be 


heard,  including  arguments  that  have 
been  considered  by  the  church  to  be 
flawed.  "I  think  some  of  the  things 
they  will  hear,  they  will  probably  not 
agree  with,  from  what  I'm  going  to  say 
in  terms  of  the  role  of  the  church,  but  I 
think  some  of  them  may  find  that  what 
we're   doing   is   interesting,   and   may 


President  will  travel  to  Rome  to 
give  a  series  of  lectures. 

bring  forth  discussion.  That's  realiy 
what  they're  counting  on."  Riccards 
said. 

"I  think  we're  interested,  really,  in 
the  church's  attitude  toward  different 
aspects  of  sexual  morality,  the  most 
important  being  contraception,  birth 
control,  and  homosexuality,"  Riccards 


went  on  to  say. 

After  his  most  recent  book,  "Vicars 
of  Christ,"  caught  the  attention  of  an 
Anglicum  member,  Riccards  said  his 
perspective  on  the  Catholic  Church  was 
sought. 

"He  asked  me  to  come  over  and  give 
a  couple  of  lectures  on  some  of  the  con- 
troversies that  have  come  up  in  the 
areas  of  medical  and  sexual  ethics  and 
the  papacy,"  Riccards  said. 

"Vicars  of  Christ"  recounts  the  his- 
tory of  the  papacy  from  1 846  to  the  pre- 
sent. The  book  was  published  last  year 
by  the  Crossroad  Publishing  Co. 

In  "Vicars  of  Christ,"  Riccards  wrote 
that  "nearly  90  percent  of  the  Catholic 
laity  disagreed  with  the  encyclical," 
because  it  demanded  that  the  ban  on 
contraception  remain  in  place. 

The  Anglicum  was  first  authorized 
by  the  pope  to  issue  academic  degrees 
in  theology  in  the  17th  century.  It  has 
officially  been  a  university  since  1963, 
when  Pope  John  XXIII  changed  its 
name  from  the  Pontifical  Anglicum 
College  to  the  Pontifical  University  of 
St.  Thomas  Aquinas. 

"It's  also  the  alma  mater  of  John  Paul 
II,"  Riccards  said.  "It's  a  great  honor  to 
get  a  chance  to  lecture  there." 


African  American 
History  Month  goes 
out  with  a  bang 

By  Marktavian  Martin 

On  Feb.  18  at  7  p.m.,  the  Phi  Beta 
Sigma  fraternity  and  Zeta  Phi  Beta 
sorority  paid  homage  to  their  African 
American  ancestors.  It  was  a  night  for 
promoting  unity  among  the  different 
races  and  ethnic  groups  on  campus. 

Dr.  Brownlee  gave  a  powerful 
speech  about  networking  with  African 
American  students  on  campus,  then 
returning  as  a  postgraduate  to  mentor  to 
undergraduates.  The  Rev.  Alvin  Riley 
stirred  up  the  crowd  building  upon  his 
theme,  "the  lack  of  knowledge  will 
make  you  a  slave." 

Tribute  was  paid  to  great  African 
American  poets  of  the  past  with  select- 
ed readings  by  some  of  ACCESS  stu- 
dents. 

Both  speeches  warmed  up  the 
crowd  for  the  main  event,  the  step 
show  performed  by  three  of  Phi  Beta 
Sigma' s  brothers  with  two  of  Zeta  Phi 
Beta's  divas  The  loud  thunderous  voic- 
es said  to  the  crowd,  "we  are  here  and 
won't  be  stopped!" 
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The  British  Are  Coming!!! 

For  more  information  read  the 
next  issue  of  the  Point! 

Sponsored  by  the  Center  for 

Career  Leadership 

&  Project  Adventure 


guys  &  GIRLS 

Meet  Someone  Perfect  for  you 
CALL  NOW!!! 

1-900-896-8960  EXT.  4693 

$2.99  per  min. 
Must  be  18  yrs. 

Serv-U  (619)  645-8434 


Seeking  roommates 

4  bedroom  apartment 

parking  available 

close  to  campus 

contact  @  345-6204 


SPRING-BREAK  BEACHES 

Daytona,  Panama  City, 
Padre,  Miami,  Cancun,  Jamaica,  Bahamas,  etc. 

Best  hotels  prices,  parties.    Browse 
www.icpt.com.  Reps  earn  cash,  free  trips 

Call  Inter-Campus  800-327-6013 


Standard  VHS  Magnavox 
Camcorder 

Case,  rechargeable  battery  and  power 

pack  included. 

Asking  price  of  $150.00 

Contact  Marcia  c/o 

The  Point 

(978)  665-3647  or 

point@fsc.edu 


SGA  -  Commuter  Board  Raffle 


When:  March  25,  1999 
Where:  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall 


Grand  Prize: 

Ticket  Price 

Computer  with  monitor 

1  for  $2 

Tickets  on  sale  at  SGA  office 

3  for  $5 

Starting  March  1,  1999 

7  for  $10 

Features 


Mount  Wachusett  attacked  by  ski  development 


by  Ajayi  Harris 

Mount.  Wachusett,  a  state-owned 
reservation  and  parkland  that  covers 
more  than  2,000  acres  in  Westminster 
and  Princeton,  may  be  the  site  of  further 
ski  development. 

Wachusett  Mountain  Associates  oper- 
ate the  ski  area  and,  wanting  to  expand 
operation  on  the  mountain,  have  begun 
lobbying  for  the  clear  cutting  of  12  acres 
of  a  majestic  northern  red  oak  forest. 
Naturalists,  ecologists,  and  environmen- 
talists consider  this  area  to  be  the  buffer 
zone  to  the  old-growth  forest.  The  state, 
which  gets  a  percentage  of  the  expan- 
sion profits,  is  inclined  to  approve  some 
level  of  expansion. 

"The  plan  to  expand  skiing  threatens 
the  mountain  and  surrounding  areas 
with  overuse  and  further  degradation," 
said  Nicole  Fernald  of  MASSPIRG. 

WMA  is  already  building  an  addi- 
tional parking  facility  for  375  additional 


cars,  involving  the  clearing  of  sand  and 
gravel  in  a  watershed  area.  The  pro- 
posed expansion  will  not  only  threaten 
the  forest  but  also  the  Fitchburg  water 
supply.  Heavy  construction  near  the 
ancient  woods  will  permanently  destroy 
vital  mountain  streams. 


stand  of  old-growth  trees  east  of  the 
Connecticut  River  in  Mass.  A  forest  of 
this  age  is  dependent  on  the  entire 
ecosystem — including  wildlife,  under- 
growth, and  the  surrounding  plant  com- 
munities— for  its  survival. 

In  addition,  a  narrow  road  is  all  that 


"The  health  of  Mt.  Wachusett  is  at  risk 
because  of  this  proposal." 


In  1993,  more  than  525,000  people 
used  the  ski  area  compared  to  only 
20,000  in  1973.  Since  ski  area  privati- 
zation in  1976,  the  use  of  the  mountain 
has  increased  more  than  26  times  and 
now  they  want  to  expand  again. 

Four  years  ago,  old-growth  trees 
were  discovered  in  the  forested  region 
of  the  mountain.  The  old-growth  trees 
run  in  a  narrow  band  around  the  moun- 
tain. The  165  acres  of  old-growth  forest 
on  Mt.  Wachusett  are  in  the  only  known 


separates  skiers  from  the  old  growth. 
The  buffer  zone  will  be  clear-cut  to 
make  way  for  Alpine  Park. 

Several  environmental  and  American 
Indian  groups  are  working  together  to 
protect  the  forest  on  Mt.  Wachusett  from 
encroaching  development  Right  now,  a 
coalition  effort  is  being  led  to  protect 
these  woods  by  Watchdogs  for  an 
Environmentally  Safe  Town,  and  the 
Sierra  Club. 

"I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  stu- 


dents are  interested  in  getting  involved. 
The  health  of  Mt  Wachusett  is  at  risk 
because  of  this  proposal,"  stated  Donna 
Brownell  of  Watchdogs  for  an 
Environmentally  Safe  Town. 

MASSPIRGs  at  Fitchburg  State, 
Clark  University,  and  Worcester  State 
hope  to  convince  Peter  Webber  of  the 
Department  of  Environmental 
Management  and  Bob  Durand  of  the 
Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  that  cit- 
izens and  students  are  concerned  with 
protecting  the  mountain. 

"We  will  be  generating  public  com- 
ments through  petitions,  and  letters  to 
support  protecting  the  mountain.  Then 
we  will  send  the  comments  to  the  DEM 
to  convince  them  to  protect  the  old 
growth  in  their  final  decision,"  contin- 
ued Fernald.  The  DEM  has  a  30-day 
comment  period  that  will  end  March  25. 
Students  or  faculty  interested  in  getting 
involved  can  contact  MASSPIRG  at 
665-4710  or  masspirg@fsc.edu. 


Student  Government  faces  controversy 

continued  from  pg  1 


tion  between  Connolly  and  the  rest  of 
the  council  made  this  difficult. 

According  to  one  SGA  member  the 
position  of  student  trustee  is  confusing. 
"You  have  this  name,  but  nobody  really 
knows  what  it  is." 

"How  can  you  be  representing  the 
students  if  you're  not  here?"  Jessica 
McGowan  questioned  Connolly. 

"If  I  don't  make  it  to  the  board  meet- 
ing then  everything  I  do  after  that  does- 
n't matter,  Connolly  said." 

Connolly  explained  that  he  saw  his 
primary  duties  as  representing  the  stu- 
dent body  by 

attending  the  Board  of  Trustees  meet- 
ings. 

The  meeting  concluded  with  the 
executive  board  going  into  an  immedi- 
ate private  session  to  discuss  the  recent 


accusations  against  Pellettier  and  the 
actions  that  SGA  would  take. 

Also  waiting  for  the  students  con- 
cerned was  Dwyer,  an  officer  from  the 
FSC  Campus  Police,  who  was  there  to 
take  statements  from  the  students  .who 
had  overheard  Pellettier' s  comments 
made  during  the  meeting. 


Editor's  note:  The  Point  would  like  to 
make  clear  that  no  one  group  or  person 
influenced  this  article  or  its  placement 
in  the  paper.  Please  keep  reading  The 
Point  for  follow-up  information  con- 
cerning this  and  other  issues  facing  the 
governmental  bodies  on  this  campus. 
Thank  you. 


A  people  without 
information  is  a 
dead  people." 


Rosalina  Tuyuc  Velasquez 
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As  Foretold  by  Cassandra 


Horoscopes 


Aries 


Change  is  in  the  air  and  it's  splattering  up  your  glasses.  Nothing  is  certain  and 
that  lost  puppy  you  drag  home  could  turn  out  to  be  an  escaped  attack  dog.  Ditto 
for  love  matches.  Avoid  commitment  and  handsome,  flesh-eating  strangers  until 
your  lenses  clear  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Watch  for  annoying  snarls  at  work 


after  the  10th.  No  point  in  raging.  Just  wait  until  the  27th-when  you  can  apply  your  iron- 
lined  Gucci  glove  to  things. 

Do  not,  repeat  not,  go  shopping  on  the  21st  and  31st.  You're  struck  by  the  Bad 
Taste  Eclipse.  Advice:  stay  in  your  bathrobe!  Instead,  reschedule  for  the  19th  and 
27th,  but  don't  apply  plastic  until  May.  You  could  clean  your  carpets  with  the 
steam  your  relationship  is  generating.  Hot  doesn't  even  begin  to  describe  it, 
but  don't  mistake  heat  for  warmth  or  obsession  for  passion.  Sort  it  out  after  the  18th.  Do 
something  you've  never  done  before-just  look  before  you  skydive. 

BThe  lines  of  communication  are  crystal  clear-they  can  even  hear  your  watch  tick- 
ing in  Madagascar.  But  on  the  10th,  somehow  your  lines  get  hopelessly  jumbled. 
Yiflj  I  Don't  fight  it.  Just  buy  a  wad  of  gum  and  stick  to  monosyllables  for  a  couple 
I  of  weeks.  Love  approaches  fever  pitch  but  resist  planning  mode  after  the 


Your  love-life  is  about  as  interesting  as  reading  the  contest  rules  on  a  cereal  box. 
Forcing  things  will  only  make  you  angry  and  frustrated  after  the  18th.  .  But  don't 

Libra~]  rusn  out  tne  c'oor  Just  vet  Decause  tne  D0X  catches  fire  after  the  27th-and  love 
is  hot!  Looking  over  your  shoulder  because  you  think  that  they're  paying  you 


too  much  at  work?  Relax.  Meanwhile,  a  makeover  beckons,  but  you  waffle  over  the  look. 
Pass  on  the  bizarre-just  become  more  fabulously  you. 

Your  friends  are  going  to  need  them.  Your  poisonous  streak  lashes  out  this  month. 
Look  inside  for  the  source  and  learn  to  forgive  and  forget.  Despite  your  evil 


Scorpio 


13th.  Enjoy  things  as  they  are.  You're  on  ER  duty  with  your  friends  this  month.  Be  gener- 
ous with  the  IVs  and  security  blankets,  but  don't  make  yourself  sick  helping  out. 

Are  you  sex  perhaps  sex  a  little  sex  distracted  sex  these  days?  Work  hits  some 
snags,  but  if  you've  made  friends  with  your  grindstone  and  can  adapt  without 
whining,  the  carrot  will  be  yours  around  the  29th.  Speaking  of  carrots,  pay 
attention  to  your  health.  Chewing  your  pencil  doesn't  count  as  fibre  and  your 


mood,  love  is  the  main  feature  this  month.  If  your  partner  can  still  love  you 
through  all  this,  maybe  you  should  sign  up  for  season  tickets.  At  work,  your 
job  description  seems  to  get  longer  every  day,  but  you're  guaranteed  extra  cash  along 
with  the  good  vibes  of  satisfaction.  Look  for  juicy  opportunities  on  the  29th 

STry  to  stay  on  the  sunny  side  of  the  street.  Your  lover  just  doesn't  get  your  behav- 
iour and  neither  do  you.  Don't  try  to  explain  what  motivates  you-just  turn  it  into  a 
ittariuS    I  9ood  Joke'  ^'9  ann°yances  cl°9  y°ur  drains  around  the  2nd.  So 
I  what?  It's  good  material  for  your  stand-up  act.  A  getaway  is  a  good 


Cancer 


Capricorn 


underwear  doesn't  weigh  12  lbs.  Remember:  improving  your  diet  and  getting  your  exer- 
cise plan  on  track  will  also  sex  give  you  sex  more  energy  for  sex  other  things. 

BDo  you  own  a  Tilley  hat?  This  time,  it's  OK  to  admit  it  if  you  do,  because  it  looks 
like  you  may  actually  be  in  danger  of  having  an  elephant  eat  it.  Adventure  looms 
large,  but  think  long  term  and  don't  commit  until  later  this  year.  Love  may  mess 
up  the  picnic  blanket  a  bit  but  it's  a  good  roll  in  the  hay,  so  pack  the  massage  oil. 
At  work,  you're  the  expert.  Go  ahead  and  do  it  right.  Pay  attention  to  that  annoying  paint 
colour  and  the  drippy  coffeemaker-you'll  actually  have  a  chance  to  make  some  changes. 

You  know  all  the  stuff  under  your  bed-unopened  debt  notices,  things  you've  been 
putting  off  saying?  Well,  it's  time  to  apply  your  scrub  brush  to  all.  Your  lover  has 
I  Virao]  tw0  t'c'<ets  t0  paradise  and  you're  in  for  a  good  time.  So  what  if  the  speedboats 
I       "     I  seem  more  interesting  than  you?  Don't  take  it  personally-go  beachcombing.  A 
Virgoan  never  has  enough  shells.  At  work,  your  career-screen  freezes  temporarily,  but  it's 
not  you.  Distract  yourself-think  of  your  dream  career. 


distraction,  but  save  your  adventure  points  for  the  end  of  the  month  when  you  can  relax 
far  from  the  March-mad  crowds. 

Every  plan  you  make  gets  more  shaken  up  than  a  bruised  martini.  But  think  of  the 
new  opportunities  you  would've  missed!  Practice  smiling.  Your  family  deserves 
your  attention,  but  come  up  with  some  interesting  activities  that  don't 
involve  reliving  gladiator  matches.  Love  gets  serious  after  the  18th,  but 
how  serious  are  you?  Do  you  want  the  teamwork  of  marriage  or  just 
endless  lovemaking  until  the  springs  wear  out?  It's  time  to  decide. 

Look  up,  look  way  up.  That's  where  your  ambition's  been  lately.  It's  not  coming 
down  anytime  soon,  so  you  might  as  well  follow  it.  Your  strivings  get  the  beans 

knocked  out  of  them  around  the  18th,  but  learn  from  the  experience  and 
it'll  take  you  to  the  top.  Just  make  sure  you've  got  the  right  mountain. 


Aquarius 


Instead  of  going  into  the  fret-corner,  distract  yourself  with  some  bargain-basement  redec- 
orating. (Of  course  that  old  TV  console  would  look  tab  in  a  green  faux-finish!)  You're  a 
loudmouth  around  the  29th,  but  it's  what  people  need  to  hear,  so  say  your  piece. 

This  is  the  month  to  lock  yourself  in  the  closet  and  think,  think,  think.  While  you're 
in  there,  feel  free  to  sort  out  your  shoe  collection  but,  really,  what  you  need  to  do 

I  Pisces  I  's  sort  out  vour  ''*e-  Would  your  boss  benefit  from  a  straitjacket?  Are  your 

debts  ballooning  out  of  control?  Is  your  love-life  starting  to  sound  like  a  tabloid 

headline?  Don't  come  out  until  you  get  all  the  answers. 


rGrsonsls  *  »  *  *  *  *  *  #  *  » ~*  *  *  *  *  #  * * 


#1  Single  white  female,  looking  for  a  nice  guy  who  I  can 
annoy  during  my  off  hours.  I'd  take  "Armageddon"  over 
"Titanic,"  "Star  Trek"  over  "Star  Wars,"  Shemp  over 
Curly,  Tim  Burton  over  Orson  Welles,  WWF  over 
WCW/NWO,  Halloween  over  Christmas  and  Jason  over 
Freddy.  My  idea  of  romance  is  snuggling  on  the  couch 
and  watching  a  scary  movie,  or  "Unsolved  Mysteries."  I'm  nice,  smart,  a 
good  technician,  and  a  fair  editor.  If  interested,  contact  The  Point,  x3647. 


#4  Single  ethnic  female,  looking 
for  single  male.  Neurotic  biology 
student,  5'.  I  enjoy  many  styles 
and  types  of  music  and  movies.  I 
even  like  country  music.  If  inter- 
ested, please  contact  The  Point, 
x3647. 


¥  fp?  **  **  **  **  **  * 
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#6  Single  white  male  looking  for 
single  female.  5  '7",  trim  build, 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  am  a  com- 
puter science  major  whose  interests 
include  horror  and  comedy  movies. 
I  listen  to  pop  music,  but  I  like 
other  kinds.  If  interested,  please 
contact  The  Point,  x3647. 


#2  Single  white  female,  looking 
for  nice  looking  guy  with  a  good 
attitude,  athletic  not  lazy.  I'm  an 
outgoing  freshman  looking  to  have 
fun  with  others.  Must  have  good 
sense  of  humor  and  nice  car!  If 
you  are  interested,  please  contact 
The  Point,  x3647. 


#3  Desperately  seeking  stalker!  A 
few  weeks  ago  a  good  looking  guy 
wearing  a  long  black  coat  was  (I 
think)  giving  me  the  "eye."  If  this 
sounds  like  you,  please  contact  me 
at  The  Point,  x3647.  Thanks! 
p.s.-only  my  real  stalker,  I  don't 
want  any  stalker-substitutes! 


#5  Single  white  female  looking  for 
single  tall  male.  5 '6",  medium 
build.  I  enjoy  horror,  comedy  and 
romance  movies.  I  like  rap,  R&B, 
pop  and  some  rock.  My  interests 
include  walking  on  the  beach,  fast 
cars  and  cuddling.  If  interested, 
please  contact  The  Point,  x3647. 


f  |?f  >f  > 


#7  Single  white  female,  looking 
for  nerdy  white  guy.  5 '6",  medium 
build,  brown  eyes,  red  hair.  I  love 
dancing  and  teaching  ballet  and 
hip-hop.  I  love  poetry  and  would 
love  to  get  some  from  a  guy  with 
big  buck  teeth.  If  interested,please 
contact  The  Point,  x  3647. 


Opinion 

Relax,  it's  only  television  -  or  is  it? 


by  David  Cannon 


Come  on,  admit  it:  You  have 
watched  "The  Jerry  Springer  Show." 
You  have  watched  so-called  adults  talk 
about  how  they  married  KKK  mem- 
bers, or  married  their  stepdaughters. 


"Our  show  is  a  silly 
show.  Get  a  life." 


Maybe  you've  watched  one  of  the 
many  shows  that  seem  to  have  been 
cloned  from  Springer's,  their  sensation- 
alism hyped  by  hosts  including  Sally 
Jesse  Raphael.  Montel  Williams  and 
Jenny  Jones. 

They  seem  to  promote  the  worst  ele- 
ments of  our  society:  or  do  they? 

Some  say  that  these  shows  demon- 
strate what  happens  when  people  get 
away  from  the  middle-class  values  that 
this  country  holds  so  dear. 

Oprah  Winfrey,  who  recently  was 
knocked  off  the  top  of  the  ratings  heap 
by  Jerry  Springer,  has  been  very  vocal 
about  her  disdain  for  the  current  state  of 
talk  shows. 


"Springer's  show  is  such  a  vulgari- 
ty circus;  is  this  what  the  public  really 
wants?"  she  asked  in  a  published  report. 
She  added  that  she  no  longer  wants  to 
be  part  of  the  talk-show  world  if  this  is 
where  it  is  going. 

Winfrey  is  far  from  the  only  one  to 
have  found  fault  with  Springer's  show. 
Earlier  this  year  he  was  charged  with 
staging  the  fights  that  appear  on  almost 
all  of  his  shows. 

He  later  said  that  while  fights  were 
not  staged,  he  and  the  producers  would 
fan  the  flames  to  get  that  type  of  reac- 
tion from  the  guests. 

Springer  claims  that  people  want  to 
see  this  type  of  show,  and  judging  by 
the  ratings,  he  is  right.  His  show  has 
been  the  No.  1 -rated  syndicated  talk 
show  for  more  than  25  weeks  in  a  row. 

Winfrey  is  not  Springer's  only  crit- 
ic. Former  Education  Secretary  William 
Bennett  has  set  his  sights  on  him  as 
well.  Bennett  has  said  he  would  like  to 
shame  the  producers  and  advertisers 
associated  with  this  shows  into  cleaning 
up  their  act. 

Despite  their  efforts,  trash  TV  shows 


are  trouncing  the  serious-subject 
talk  shows  in  the  ratings. 
Winfrey  seems  to  have  one  of 
the  very  few  serious  shows  that 
have  been  able  to  weather  the 
storm  of  sleaze. 

Springer's  response  to 
Bennett's  criticism  has  been  sim- 
ple: "Most  of  what  we  do  on  the 
show  is  funny,  the  guests  are 
entertaining.  Our  show  is  a  silly 
show.  Get  a  life." 

Springer  has  maintained  that 
he  and  his  producers  are  simply 
exercising  the  rights  given  to 
them  under  the  First 
Amendment. 

Another  talk-show  host  sees 
it    a   bit   differently.    Gordon      Jerry 
Elliott  has  said.  "I  don't  think        ar>d 
that  Bennett  is  off  the  mark.  The 
concerns  he  has.  every  family  man  and 
family  woman  would  have." 

It  all  seems  to  boil  down  to  freedom 
of  choice. 

"I'm  not  saying  normal  behavior 
does  not  belong  on  TV,  it  just  doesn't 
belong   on   our   show,"   Springer  has 


Springers  talk  show  promotes  sex 
sensationalism  for  fun  and  profit. 

boasted. 

Anyone  who  doesn't  want  to  watch 
these  shows  can  just  change  the  channel 
-  at  the  risk  of  missing  a  great  show 
dealing  with  "girlfriends  who  turn  out 
to  be  boys." 


My  mentor  is  the  Cat  in  the  Hat 


Ginsu  Theater  presents:  'Halloween' 


by  Jessica  Roy 

I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
after  five  years  of  schooling  at  Fitchburg 
State  College.  I  am  still  as  green  as  the 
day  I  came  into  this  world.  Now.  please 
don't  get  me  wrong,  I  have  learned  vol- 
umes since  I  began  my  schooling  endeavor. 
Heck,  I  could  be  working  at  a  greasy  spoon, 
but  instead  I  am  here,  at  a  fine  learning  institu- 
tion and  I  am  eating  at  a  greasy  spoon. 

The  day  I  walked  into  my  internship 
at  a  local  newspaper.  I  knew  I  was  in  for 
a  major  schooling.  Not  only  did  I  feel 
completely  mentally  disjointed.  I  was 
also  unable  to  remember  half  of  what  I 
had  learned  in  my  journalism  classes. 

From  that  day  forth.  I  have  been  aware 
that  I  am  naked  in  the  field  of  journalism. 
My  little  typing  hands  should  have  been 
cut  off  at  the  wrist  and  replaced  only 
when  I  have  learned  every  nook  and 
cranny  of  the  institution  known  as  the 
fourth  estate. 

Even  after  years  of  scholastic  indoc- 
trinations and  minor  successes,  I  still 
have  miles  to  travel  and  thousands  of 
facts  and  figures  to  memorize.  I  am 
drowning  in  a  sea  of  quotes,  leads  and 
hookv 

But.  contrary  to  what  obstacles  I 
expected  my  inadequacies  to  produce,  I 
am  learning,  and  becoming  a  writer. 

I  do  however,  have  one  teeny,  tiny 


secret  weapon  in  my  war  with  words.  He 
is  big  and  fuzzy  and  looks  like  a  modern- 
day  Einstein.  He  has  a  bouffant  which  is 
more  like  a  crazy,  stringy,  mixed-salad 
sort  of  concoction  than  a  hair  style.  Yes. 
he  is  a  mad  news  scientist!  He  tucks 
himself  away  at  his  corner  desk  every 
day.  and  I  am  already  in  love  with  him. 

I  feel  as  if  I  am  a  protegee  of  Dr.  Seuss 
himself!  No,  he  is  the  Cat  in  the  Hat!  He 
is  a  wizard  of  expression. 

He  can  make  a  bucket  of  chicken  fit 
perfectly  inside  a  Jewel  CD  review  and  is 
a  photojournalist  of  "National 
Geographic"  stature. 

I  bet  he  can  even  whip  up  a  mean 
batch  of  green  eggs  and  ham.  He  is  the 
embodiment  of  enlightened  and  whimsi- 
cal journalism  brilliance.  He  is  not 
afraid  to  color  out  of  the  lines.  He  is  my 
Leo  Kottke  of  writing.  If  you  have  a 
knowledge  of  guitar  stylings,  you  will 
know  exactly  what  I  mean. 

My  only  hope  for  all  of  you  who  will 
be  pursuing  or  who  are  in  the  process  of 
an  internship,  is  that  you  have  a  mentor 
as  caring,  fun  and  wise  as  mine. 

In  a  world  where  people  in  this  busi- 
ness field  don't  have  time  to  drink  a  cup 
of  coffee  before  a  story  breaks,  it's  nice 
to  see  one  man  extend  himself  to  help 
another  person.  Especially  someone  as 
green  as  me. 


by  Evil  Trevor 

The  first  of  the  resurgence  of  the 
horror  movies  during  the  early  1980s 
began  in  1978  with  John  Carpenter's 
film  "Halloween."  about  the  unstop- 
pable boogie  man  in  the  deformed 
Captain  Kirk  mask.  Michael  Myers. 

As  the  story  goes,  as  a  young  child, 
Myers  brutally  stabs  his  sister  one 
Halloween  night  and  is  sent  away  to  a 
mental  institute  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Cut  to  Halloween  night  about  1 5  years 
later,  enter  Laurie  Strode,  resident 
good-girl.  Laurie  along  with  her 
friend  Annie  agree  to  babysit  across 
the  street  from  one  another,  and  while 
Laurie  is  vigilantly  watching  the 
young  boy  in  her  care  her  friend  Annie 
impatiently  awaits  the  arrival  of  her 
boyfriend  Paul  and  her  two  friends 
who  plan  to  use  the  house  to  consum- 
mate the  deep  "like"  they  feel  for  each 
other. 

Well,  I  can  only  imagine  that  you 
have  remembered  the  ending,  Laurie 
the  virgin  goodie-two-shoes  lives, 
while  her  bad  pot-smoking,  sex-hav- 
ing friend's  die. 

The  reason  this  movie  was  such  an 
influence  on  all  horror  movies  that 


came  after 
it  was  that 
the  motive 
didn't  show 
up  until  the 
s  e  q  u  e 
M  y  e  r 
simp 
k  i  1  1  e 
Laurie' 
friends  and 
almost 
Laurie  for 
the  simply 
reason  that 
he  was  evil.  Myer's  wasn't  compelled 
by  some  communist  manifesto  like  the 
pod  people  from  "Invasion  of  the 
Body  Snatchers."  nor  did  he  crave 
blood  like  the  monsters  of  old  like 
Dracula.  Myer's  was  not  a  misunder- 
stood product  of  society  like 
Frankenstein,  who  was  abused  and 
tortured  into  reacting  violently. 

Myer's  didn't  fit  any  of  these 
description  which  is  why  his  character 
was  so  new  and  inventive.  Carpenter 
(also  the  author  of  the  screenplay) 
wrote  a  character  who  was  driven  by 
something   that  the  viewer  couldn't 
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What  do  you  think  of 

room  roundup? 


"It  sucks!"  -Deidre 
King  and  Pat  Demsey 


"It  sucks,  I'm  in 
#107  and  I  have  to 
wait  four  hours. 
This  takes  way  too 
long!"  -Amy 
DeAvilla 


"Take  away  the 
$50!  I  don't  know 
if  I'm  coming  back 
next  semester,  but  I 
still  have  to  pay 
$50  just  to  hold  a 
single!"  -Karen 
Harrison 


"Thank  God  I 
had  a  cheese- 
burger. This 
sucks!"  -Jessica 
Chamberland 


"The  only  differ- 
ence is  people 
with  more  credits 
don't  get  to  go 
first,  but  hey,  at 
least  we've  got 
grapes."  -Ronnie 
McFarlane 


"This  is  wicked  stupid,  nobody 
understands  what's  going  on, 
and  nobody  is  helping."  - 
friends  Cathy  Dixon,  Lynda 
Nguyen,  and  Chikayo  Tani 


"I'm  going  to  be  a 
senior  and  I've  lost 
all  my  rights. 
Now  I  have  to 
sleep  with  the 
dogs!"  -Robin 
Sandberg. 


"It's  alright,  freshman 
should  go  first.  Next 
time,  they  should  get 
some  real  music!"  - 
Lavonne  Ballard 


Resident  room  roundup  is  ridiculous 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

In  what  can  only  described  as  an  act 
of  pure  lunacy,  the  Office  of  Campus 
Living,  formerly  known  as  Residence 
Life,  initiated  the  new  forum  for  room 
selection.  Properly  advertised  as 
"Room  Roundup,"  the  day  was  spent 
crowding  approximately  950  resident 
students  into  the  M&M  lounge  of 
Hammond  felt  very  much  like  the  run- 
ning of  the  bulls  in  Barcelona.  Student 
who  planned  on  remaining  in  their  cur- 
rent room  were  allowed  to  sign  up  first 
during  the  hours  of  7-1 1  which  allowed 
many  students  to  clog  up  a  building 
squatting  a  room  that  they  didn't  want 
to  keep  but  signed  up  for  on  the  chance 
that  they  weren't  able  to  get  into  any- 
thing better. 

"This  was  a  stupid  time,  I  had  class- 
es from  8-30  straight  on  until  2:20  and 
I  had  to  get  up  early 
to  stand  in  a  long  line 
and  save  my  room," 
said  Jennifer  Buck,  a 
freshman  nursing 
student.  "I  was  late  for  a  class  and  my 
teacher  told  me  she  was  going  to  deduct 
it  from  my  GPA.  If  they  do  this  again 
they  should  inform  teachers  that  stu- 


"If  it  ain't  broke, 
don't  fix  it!" 


dents  have  to  get  a  place  to  live  and 
might  be  late  or  miss  a  class." 

This  event  was  manned  by  an  R.A. 
staff  that  is  usually  very  helpful  and 
curteous,  however  on  this  occassion 
this  reporter  and  several  others  whom  I 
asked  to  comment 
found  them  rude  and 
uninformed,  possibly 
because  this  room 
selection  process  was 
entirely  new.  Also  I  spoke  with  several 
other  students  who  were  told  to  sit 
down  and  wait  for  roughly  four  hours, 
while  I,  who  was  behind  them  due  to 
the  numbering  system,  simply  got  in 
line  because  I  was  never  informed  as  to 
what  was  going  on,  and  was  done  in 
five  minutes.  My  apologies  to  those  I 
cut,  I  didn't  know  what  I  was  doing! 

I  admit  that  I  am  a  new  student  and 
unfamiliar  with  the  past  selection 
process,  however  after  asking  the  opin- 
ion of  several  older  students,  found  out 
that  the  past  system  (whatever  prob- 
lems it  did  have)  ran  much  smoother 
than  the  present  one.  My  advice  to  the 
Office  of  Campus  living  is  the  same 
advice  I  like  to  give  most  people  who 
want  to  make  changes,  "If  it  ain't 
broke,  don't  fix  it!" 


'Halloween' 

,  continued  from  pg  6 

understand  and  thus  made  more  horri- 
fying. The  one  final  element  that  was 
added  into  creating  the  perfect  figure  of 
terror  was  the  fact  that  although 
Michael  Myers  was  stabbed  in  the  head 
with  knitting  needles,  stabbed  in  the 
head  again  with  a  wire  hanger,  stabbed 
with  a  really  big  kitchen  knife  shot 
about  six  times  and  finally  fell  out  of  a 
second  story  window  and  he  still  came 


back  for  more!  This  is  where  I  get  my 
theory  that  there  will  be  a  Halloween 
Silver  Anniversary  edition,  because 
after  all  that  happened  in  the  original 
and  what  he  went  through  in  the  many 
many  sequels  what  makes  you  think  he 
won't  just  sew  his  head  back  on! 

Well,  I'll  see  you  next  week  for 
another  edition  of  the  horror  movies 
only  review  where  I'll  discuss  "The 
Town  that  Dreaded  Sundown."  See 
you  later! 
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Entertainment 


10,000  Maniacs  sound  spectacular 


by  Robin  E.  Sandberg 
4  out  of  5  stars 

The  10.000  M  aniacs  gave  a  spec- 
tacular show  Mar.  4  at  the  Bull  Run  in 
Shirley,  MA. 

The  concert  was  in  a  cozy  dining 
hall,  an  at-home  atmosphere  decorated 
with  lamps,  where  you  sat  at  round 
tables    and   chandeliers 
hung  above  you.    When 
the  lights  dimmed  after 
the  quaint  dinner,      the 
band  took  the  stage. 

As  the  group's  name 
implies,  the  band  is 
large:  three  guys  on  gui- 
tar, one  on  the  key  board, 
one  on  the  drums,  and 
the  lead  singer  (who  also 
picked  up  the  violin  dur- 
ing a  few  songs).  The  lead  singer, 
Mary  Ramsey,  has  an  amazing  quality 
with  her  confident  but  pleasing  voice 
that  echoed  through  the  small  entertain- 
ment room.  The  rest  of  the  band 
includes  Robert  Buck,  Dennis  Drew, 
Jerome  Augustyniak.  Steve  Gustafson. 
and  John  Lombardo. 


The  band  began,  quickly  showing 
their  multiple  talents;  they  paused  in 
the  middle  of  a  song  to  have  the  lead 
singer's  violin  solo.  The  audience  was 
blown  away  by  the  sound  coming  from 
the  stage. 

The  10,000  Maniacs  have  a  great 
sound  borderlining  easy-listening,  folk, 
and  rock  as  well.  This  is  not  a  mixture 
easily  captured. 

Their  new  album  is 
due  for  release  April  20. 
Some  of  the  songs  they 
sang  that  will  be  featured 
on  the  upcoming  album 
were  "Time  Turns"  and 
"Give  Them  What  They 
Want."  They  also  per- 
formed their  well-known 
songs  "Because  the 
Night"  and  "These  Are 
the  Days." 
Look  out  for  this  new  album;  it 
should  be  a  treat  and  if  you  get  a  chance 
to  catch  them  live.  I  highly  suggest  it. 
Also,  the  Bull  Run  on  route  2A  features 
some  nice  shows  from  time  to  time,  so 
I  suggest  you  check  them  out  sometime 
when  you  want  to  get  away  from  FSC 
life. 


fO.QOO  MANIACS 


'Rushmore'  lacks  everything 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 

Rushmore  Academy  is  a  typical 
prep  school.  Except  for  one  kid.  You've 
seen  him  in  the  previews.  Braces, 
nerdy.  but  an  intelligent  smart-ass. 
Jason  Schwartzman,  in  his  debut  film. 
plays  15  year  old  Max  Fischer,  the 
founder  or  president  of  every  club  in 
Rushmore  Academy  (such  as  the  fenc- 
ing club  and  the  beekeepers  club),  yet 
"one  of  the  worst"  students  according 
to  Dr.  Guggenheim  (Brian  Cox  III),  the 
dean.  He  falls  in  love  with  Miss  Cross, 
a  teacher  at  the  school  (Olivia 
Williams),  who  has  no  interest  beyond 
the  fact  that  he  is  an  intriguing  kid.  Max 
befriends  millionaire  Herman  Blume 
(Bill  Murray),  who  is  as  frank  and  cyn- 
ical as  himself.  The  movie  tells  the  tale 
of  both  their  efforts  in  mating  with  Miss 
Cross. 

Unfortunately,  the  only  thing  of  any 
real  value  in  this  movie  is  the  humor. 
The  story  line  is  incredibly  disorient- 
ing, and  the  editing  of  the  film  is  very 
poor.  It  seems  obvious  that  the  makers 
of  this  movie  were  primarily  concerned 
with  the  humor,  and  based  the  movie 
around  that.  I  found  the  plot  to  be  very 
thin.  Also,  it  took  many  turns  that  did- 
n't follow  with  the  story,  confusing  me. 
I  think  they  put  some  scenes  in  only 
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because  they  were 
funny,  even  if  it 
dragged  the  story 
down. 

Max's  character 
was  tough  to 
believe.  Instead  of 
seeing  Max 

Fischer,  I  saw  an 
actor     acting      as 

Max.  Good  characters  should  allow  me 
to  simply  believe  the  person  on  screen 
is  real.  This  wasn't  the  case.  As  the 
movie  progressed,  it  was  somewhat 
easier  to  imagine  the  character.  The 
problem  was  that  the  character  wasn't 
very  real,  and  didn't  act  in  a  way 
expected,  even  of  an  off-the-wall  com- 
edy. Belief  had  to  be  extremely  sus- 
pended. It  was  very  hard  to  get  into  the 
character,  and  be  sympathetic  with  his 
struggles. 

The  humor  was  successful.  If  it  had 
failed,  the  only  good  product  of  the 
movie  would  have  been  the  soundtrack, 
which  was  reminiscent  of  the  60s, 
although  there  were  some  new  artists. 
However,  it  did  seem  extremely  out  of 
place  within  the  context  of  the  movie.  I 
think  the  producer  had  a  personal  pref- 
erence for  that  music,  and  the  mood- 
inducing      factor     was     completely 

'^nomL  continued,  pg.  11 


Japanese  drum  troupe  electrifies  Weston 


by  Jessica  Roy 

The  Odaiko  New  England  drummers 
kicked  off  Women's  History  month  at 
FSC  with  a  powerful  performance 
March  3. 

The  five-member  troupe  whirled  in 
near-perfect  synchronicity  inside  a  circle 
of  drums,  creating  thunderous  waves  of 
sound  which  shook  the  audience  in 
their  seats. 

With  commanding,  graceful  move- 
ments, each  drummer  banged  his  or  her 
hand-made,  kettle-sized  instruments  made 
from  both  wine  barrels  and  tree  trunks. 

"This  art  is  very  powerful  and  strong, 
but  it  is  also  spiritual  and  very  healing," 
drummer  Joann  Cablas  said. 

Odaiko,  which  means  "big  drum"  in 
Japanese,  incorporates  musical,  physical 
and  spiritual  expression  with  Japanese 
Shinto  and  Buddhist  beliefs  and  Japanese 


mythology. 

Cablas,  the  eldest 
member  of  the  Boston- 
based  group,  joined 
Odaiko  New  England 
after  years  with  a 
senior  citizens  drum 
corps.  She  now  beats 
her  heart  out  regularly 
as  a  full-fledged  mem- 
ber. 

The  mixed-age  audience  of  250  includ- 
ed students  from  the  McKay  School, 
Leominster  High  School  and  the 
Fallbrook  Elementary  School  of 
Leominster.  They  all  packed  into 
Weston  Auditorium  along  with  Fitchburg 
State  students  and  faculty. 

'1  wanted  to  introduce  an  art  form 
which  would  bring  a  wide  range  of  people 

continued,  pg.  11 


Means  paves  way  with  new  CD 


by  Sara  Barss 

Pamela  Means  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  singers  I  have  ever  had  the 
pleasure  to  see.  Her  CD, 
"Cobblestones"  (1998  Wirl  Records) 
captures  the  dynamic  and  intensely  pas- 
sionate feeling  found  at  her  live  perfor- 
mances. 

"Cobblestones"  has  twelve  songs 
and  a  hidden  surprise  track.  The  songs, 
backed  with  Means' s  percussive 
acoustic   guitar,   have      introspective 


lyrics  and  are  delivered  in  a  profoundly 
soulful  manner.  While  some  songs  are 
gentle  and  catching,  with  vocals  woven 
like  threads  of  gold  through  silk,  others 
are  gritty  and  hard-edged,  full  of  feel- 
ing— but  all  of  them  are  in  the  groove. 

Although  Means  has  been  likened  to 
Ani  DiFranco.  she  creates  a  sound  of 
her  very  own,  as  heard  in  songs  like 
'Truth,"  "Maybe  You  Should."  and 
"Uncle."  Intensely  intimate,  her  songs 
demand  attention.  Her  lyrics  are 
breathless  and  realistic.  In  "Make 
Way."  Means  sings  out.  "I  am  not  con- 
fident of  change/  You  know.  I  never 
am/  but  that  doesn't  mean,  doesn't 
mean,  doesn't  mean/  that  I  can't.  I  can." 

There's  no  mistaking  Means' s  direc- 
tion— she  has  unlimited  potential  and 
tons  of  energy.  This  is  a  CD  you'll  lis- 
ten to  over  and  over  again.  Pamela 
Means  rocks! 


The  Cardigans:  'Gran  Turismo'  reviewed 


by  Robin  E.  Sandberg 

3  Vi  out  of  5  stars 

A  recent  release  of  a  new  album  of 
The  Cardigans  is  out  and  it  is  called 
"Gran  Turismo."  The  last  we  had  heard 
of  them  was  from  the  soundtrack  of 
Romeo  and  Juliet  with  the  hit  song  "Love 
Fool." 

Their  new  album  is  the  same  soothing 
rhythm  as  before  with  the  soft  beat  in  the 
back  ground.  The  kind  of  music  you  can 
both  dance  and  relax  to  at  the  same  time. 
The  band  presently  includes  Peter 
Magnus,  Nina  Persson,  Bengt  Lagerberg, 
and  Lasse  Johansson.  The  lead  singer 
Nina  has  her  usual  captivating  sweet  but 


sensual  voice.  The  band  carries  on  the 
smooth  tune  that  stands  out  from  any 
band  you  find  on  the  radio  station. 

The  featured  song  from  this  album  is 
"My  Favorite  Game"  which  is  about  the 
mind  games  the  romantically  involved 
tend  to  play  with  each  other. 

As  the  lyrics  speak:  "you  rip  me  up 
and  spread  me  all  around,  in  the  dust  of 
the  deed  of  time."  As  the  words  echo  off 
the  walls,  the  sound  penetrates  deep 
inside.  Another  provoking  tune  is 
"Hanging  Around"  which  is  about  some- 
one waiting  around  for  someone  they 
may  never  get  a  chance  with. 

This  is  an  album  with  a  combination 
of  a  sensual  beat  and  meaningful  lyrics. 


^/itcbburg  ^tate  College  ^ommunitj 

Students,  Faculty  &  Staff  now  have  the  ability  to  access  the  Internet 
by  making  a  local  phone  call  anywhere  in  MA,  NH,  RI  while  still  utiliz 
ing  their  FSC  email  account.  We  are  also  making  this  available  to 
Alumni  and  the  Community  for  interest  access  utilizing  one  of  the  free 
email  services  available  (i.e.  hotmail,  yahoo,  lycos).  All  points  of  pres- 
ence (POP  sites)  are  100%  digital,  each  POP  supports  analog  modem 
traffic  up  to  K56flex-v.90  traffic,  and  ISDN  to  128Kbps.  We  have  alle- 
viated common  problems  like  busy  signals  and  modem  incompatibility 
to  satisfy  the  Fitchburg  State  College  community's  needs. 

Three  programs  are  available:  $14.95  for  unlimited  monthly  access: 
$7.95  for  10  hours  of  service  ($1.00  each  additional);  $29.95  for  64k 
ISDN  unlimited  access.  You  will  be  billed  by  DSCI  directly  (methods 
of  payment  -  credit  card,  check  or  money  order)  and  utilize  their  24x7 
help  desk  for  assistance.  For  more 
information  please  contact  DSCI  at  (800)  538-0304  or 
info@DSCI-net.com,  on  campus  help  desk  representatives  @  x4500  of 

helpdesk@fsc.edu,  or  online  at: 
http://www.fsc.edu/-mis/userservices/falconnet_helpdesk/remoteaccess.htm 


-Sign  up  today  and  soar  with  Falcon  Net- 


Fnchburg  State  College  -  The  Earty  Days 


And  remember  when  your 
financial  institution: 

p*  Provided  friendly,  personal  service,  with  a  smile. 

►  Talked  to  you,  and  called  you  by  name. 

►  Cared  about  you  and  your  finances. 

►  Promised  you  satisfaction. 
$►  Treated  you  like  royalty. 

That's  the  way  it  still  is,  here 
at  YOUR  credit  union! 


FITCHBURG 


MUNICIPAL  EMPLOYEES 
FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


¥ 


718  Main  Street  •  Fitchburg,  MA  01420 
342-1827 


Bring  in  this  Ad -we'll  deposit  the  first  $10  in  your  new  account! 
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Making  the  journey  from  hatred  to  tolerance 


Frank  Meeink  spent  most  of 
his  adolescence  preaching  hate 
and  committing  actos  of  violence 
against  those  he  considered 
inferios,  qualifications  being 
none  other  than  race  or  religion. 
He  became  a  skinhead  at  13. 

By  18  he  was  roaming  the 
country  as  a  skinhead  leader  and 
neo-Nazi  recruiter,  with  gangs 
that  would  beat  people  indiscrim- 
inately, and  then  video  tape  their 
torture.  In  lllinios  he  had  his  own 
cable-access  TV  show,  "The 
Reich."  Meeink  was  finally 
arrested  and  convicted  of  kid- 
naping and  beating  a  member  of 
a  rival  skinhead  gang. 

While  in  prison  his  life  turned 
around.  He  found  himself  on 
basketball,  football  and  soccer 
teams   with    men    of   different 


races,  men  he  used  to  think  he 
hated.  Suddenly  they  were 
teammates.  Whe  he  took  time  to 
talk  with  them  and  get  to  know 
them  he  realized  they  were  a  lot 
like  him.  He  soon  learned  that 
good  people  -  as  well  as  bad  - 
come  in  all  colors. 

Out  of  prison  Meeink  tried  to 
rejoin  his  old  skinhead  pals  but 
couldn't  bring  himself  to  hate 
those  whom  he  now  knew  to  be 
his  friends.  The  first  person  to 
give  Meeink  a  job  out  of  prison 
was  Jewish,  even  with  neo-Nazi 
tattoos  covering  much  of  his 
body.  It  was  a  Jewish  doctor 
who  offered  to  get  rid  of  those 
tattoos  with  laset  surgery. 
Meeink  was  changing.  The 
Oklahoma  bombing  made 
Meeink  realize   he   had  to  do 


something  to  help  stop  hate 
groups.  The  FBi  wanted  Meeink 
to  go  undercover  but  Meeink 
wanted  to  reach  people  who 
could  fall  prey  to  skin-head  doc- 
trine. Although  he  is  often  threat- 
ened Meeink  is  committed  to 
speaking  out  against  all  hate- 
groups  and  sharing  their  insidi- 
ous way  of  recruitment.  Meeink 
is  the  founder  of  the  Hockey  for 
Harmony  Foundation  which 
encourages  youth  of  all  races  to 
play  hockey.  It  is  not  so  much 
about  sports  as  about  the  living 
and  working  in  harmony.  Meeink 
spends  much  of  his  time  speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  Anti-defema- 
tion  league  and  working  to  elimi- 
nate hate  propaganda. 
Several  other  members  of  the 
FSC  community  will  be  present 


to  discuss  their  views  and  feel- 
ings on  hate  crimes. 

Panel  Discussion  includes: 

Represntatives  from 

F.B.I. 

Governor's  Council  on  Hate 

Crimes 

Fitchburg  Police 

Local  Religious  Leader 

Counseling  Office 

Bring  your  questions,  thoughts 

and  responses  to  the  Shepard 

case  in  Wyoming  and  the  King 

Verdict  in  Texas! 

Sponsored  by  the  President's 

Office  and  Human  Resources 

March  11  @  1:30  p.m.  M&M 

Lounge 


FSC  celebrates  Women's  History  Month 


Fitchburg  State  College  will  cel- 
ebrate Women's  History  Month  in 
March  with  a  series  of  exhibits, 
seminars,  films  and  performances. 
All  events  are  free  and  open  to  the 
public  unless  otherwise  noted. 

Women's  History  Month  posters 
will  be  displayed  in  the  college's 
library  throughout  the  month  of 
March  and  other  displays  will  be  on 
view  on  the  first  floor  of  Miller  Hall. 
The  exhibit  "Daring  Women  in 
History"  will  be  featured  in  the  col- 
lege library. 

The  full  lineup  of  events: 

March  3  -  Odaiko  New  England 
Taiko  (Japanese  Drums),  12:30  - 
T.30  p.m.  in  Weston  Aud. 

March  6  -  "Celtic  Root,"  music 
by  Hesperus  with  Bonnie  Rideout,  8 
p.m.,  Weston  Aud. 

March  10  -  The  annual  Women's 
History  Month  Tea:  "In  Celebration 
of  International  Women's  Day," 
3:30  -  5:30  p.m.,  Miller  Hall  Oval 
Room.  Service  compliments  of 
Sigma  Sigma  Sigma.  (Snow  date  is 


March  23).  Lecture  by  artist  Susan 
Erony,  6:30  p.m.  in  Ellis  White 
Lecture  Hall  of  the  Hammond 
Building.  Reception  and  opening  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Hammond  Art 
Gallery. 

March  11  -  A  lecture  by  Helen 
Vendler,  author  of  the  highly- 
acclaimed  Art  of  Shakespear's 
Sonnets,  7:30  p.m.,  Kent  Recital 
Hall  of  the  Colon  Building. 

March  23  -  "Aung  San  Sui  Kyi: 
Woman  of  Courage,  Messenger  of 
Hope,"  Freshman  Foundation  Year 
Forum,  1:30  -  3  p.m.  in  the  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall  of  the 
Hammond  Building.  Guests:  Paula 
Green  of  the  Karuna  Center  for 
Peacebuilding,  Linda  Gray  MacKay 
and  Shalini  Nataraj  of  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Service  Committee. 

March  24  -  "Women's  Music, 
Poetry,  Monologues  and  Dance," 
3:30  -  5:30  p.m.,  Campus  Center, 
first  floor  of  the  Hammond 
Building.  (Snow  date:  March  25). 
Linda      Barnes,      award-winning 


author  of  the  Carlotta  Carlyle  detec- 
tive novels,  7:30  p.m.,  Percival  Hall 
Aud. 

March  26  -  Leadership  Film 
Series:  A  League  of  Their  Own, 
facilitated  by  Dr.  Sandra  Miller 
Jacobs,  3  p.m.,  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall  of  the  Hammond  Building. 

March  31  -  International  Film 
Series,  Song  of  the  Exile,  a  semi- 
autobiographical  film  by  Hong 
Kong's  leading  woman  film  maker, 
Ann  Hui,  7  p.m.,  Ellis  White 
Lecture  Hall  of  the  Hammond 
Building. 

Women's  History  Month  events 
are  sponsored  by  the  Women's 
Studies  Minor,  the  Freshman 
Foundation  Year  Program,  the 
Office  of  Advancement/Cultural 
Affairs,  Academic  Affairs,  Campus 
Center/Leadership  Committee, 
Social  Sciences  Department, 
Women  In  Today's  Society  and  the 
International  Education  Office. 


Looking  to  make 

CASH  this  summer??? 

Consider  renting  a 

house  on  the  Cape! 

Typical  jobs: 

Waiter/Waitress, 

Cooks,  landscaping, 

etc. 

Possible  income: 

$3,500 -$6,000  easily! 

All  this  in  three  months 

and  walking  distance  to 

the 

most  beautiful  beaches 

you  have  ever  seen! 

For  more  information 

please  contact  The 

Point 

@  ext.  3647 
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FSC  basketball  bids  farewell  to  winter  season 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

The  FSC  basketball  team  has  fin- 
ished its  season  with  a  4-21  record.  In 
his  first  year  coaching  here  at  FSC. 
head  coach  Nick  Pappas  surely  had 
hoped  to  do  better  than  this  4-21  over- 
all, and  1-11  MASCAC  record,  but  it 
really  hasn't  been  as  bad  as  it  looks. 
The  Falcons  were  so  close  to  winning 
in  a  great  many  games,  but  just  weren't 
able  to  take  home  the  win.  In  the  games 
vs.  Rivier.  Westfield  State.  Daniel 
Webster,  and  Framingham  State,  the 
difference  was  three  points  or  less.  It 
ias  been  mentioned  before  that  "It's  not 
all  in  the  record",  so  it  just  gives  our 
Tien  something  to  work  on  next  year. 

This  season  didn't  just  fly  by  with- 
out some  great  accomplishments  by  our 
Falcons  however,  so  lets  focus  on 
those...  They  had  their  first  win  away. 
against  the  University  of  New  England 
with  62-53.  The  Falcons  were  victori- 
ous once  again  against  Anna  Maria  in  a 
beautiful  home  game  on  Jan.  9. 
Basketball  is  one  of  the  few  sports  that 
does  compete  over  the  winter  break,  so 
I  simply  admire  them  for  their  dedica- 
tion! FSC  crushed  Anna  Maria  with 
101-73.  Jason  Anderson  scored  27 
points,  had  nine  rebounds,  and  had  five 
blocks.  Anderson  had  another  great 
game  against  Nichols  on  Jan.  28.  when 
he  scored  20  points,  followed  closely 


by  Joe  Mele  with  19.  The  Falcons  took 
this  game  with  71-61. 

Mele  had  a  total  of  285  points  this 
season,  and  overall  Mele  tops  Anderson 
by  ten  points,  but  also  had  one  extra 
game  on  the  court  I  must  ad.  Both  men 
have  an  average  of  1 1 .4.  Anderson 
leads  the  team  in  fieldgoals  (107).  free 
throws  (54),  and  blocked  shots  (52).  so 
this  sophomore  is  definitely  my  main 
man  on  the  team!  Tom  Levett  is  the 
rebound-king  with  208  rebounds,  and  a 


8.3  per  game  average.  Last,  but  defi- 
nitely not  least:  Senior  Reggie  Stokes. 
The  way  that  guy  moves  on  the  court, 
oh  baby!  Stokes  leads  in  assists  with  79. 
and  also  in  his  specialty:  steals,  with  52. 
The  Falcons  still  have  a  great  deal  to 
work  on.  but  it  has  been  a  pleasure 
watching  them  this  season,  so  keep  it 
up!  If  you  wish  to  contact  coach  Pappas 
for  information  about  the  team,  or  the 
possibility  of  playing  next  season, 
please  give  him  a  buzz  at  665-4683! 


Odaiko,  continued  from  pg.  8 

together."  said  Mary  Gonzales,  director  of 
International  Studies  at  Fitchburg  State. 

"The  International  Studies  department 
sponsors  one  event  each  year  as  a  way  to 
leighten  cultural  awareness  and  recruit 
lew  students."  she  said. 

"'Lectures  are  boring."  Gonzales  said. 
This  is  a  way  to  excite  people  about 
ntemational  studies." 

Odaiko  New  England  was  formed  in 
1994  by  musician  and  dancer  Elaine  Fong 
jf  Boston.  The  group  draws  its  strength 
ind  musical  integrity  from  the  cultural 
ind  artistic  diversity  of  its  members,  Fong 


said. 

Fong  said  women  were  not  usually 
included  in  the  Odaiko  tradition  which 
extends  over  4.000  years.  It  was  not  until 
the  an  was  imported  into  America  by  a 
San  Francisco  material  arts  teacher,  that 
women  began  to  take  center  stage. 
Odaiko  New  England  consists  of  three 
women  and  two  men. 

"Japanese  heritage  is  not  a  require- 
ment." Fong  said.  Mark  Hideyuki 
Rooney.  a  dancer  of  mixed  heritage, 
joined  because,  he  said,  "I  was  blown 
away  by  the  intensity  of  the  experience." 


Riccards  continued  from  pg  2 

Christ."  Riccards  wrote  that  "nearly  90 
oercent  of  the  Catholic  laity  disagreed 
Aith  the  encyclical."  because  it 
demanded  that  the  ban  on  contraception 
remain  in  place.  He  also  wrote  that  the 
:hurch  leadership  believed  that  "to 
interfere  with  nature's  possibilities — in 
his  case  human  reproduction — is 
immoral,  against  nature,  contra  natura. 
Every  sex  act  must  be  open  to  the 
potential  of  procreation,  this  view  is  the 
■>asis  for  banning  contraception  and 
also  for  the  condemnation  of  homosex- 


uality." 

The  Anglicum  was  first  authorized 
by  the  pope  to  issue  academic  degrees 
in  theology  in  the  17th  century.  It  has 
officially  been  a  university  since  1963. 
when  Pope  John  XXIII  changed  its 
name  from  the  Pontifical  Anglicum 
College  to  the  Pontifical  University  of 
St.  Thomas  Aquinas. 

"It's  also  the  alma  mater  of  John 
Paul  II."  Riccards  said.  "It's  a  great 
honor  to  get  a  chance  to  lecture  there." 
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Rushmore,  continued  from  pg.  8 

The  cuts  from  scene  to  scene 
showed  continuity  errors,  which  were 
hard  to  miss.  Everyone  in  the  movie 
smoked,  and  the  cigarettes  were  never 
the  same  size  from  shot  to  shot.  All 
in  all.  the  movie  annoyed  me  very 
much.  Thanks  to  the  humor.  I  would 
still  call  it  above  average.  Everything 
else  was  done  fairly  haphazardly. 
Everything  seemed  forced  in,  like  a 
size  12  foot  in  a  size  5  shoe.  It  didn't 
flow  at  all.  Lame  comedies  like  this 
usually  entertain  me.  so  I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  I  left  the  theater  saying, 
"huh?"  All  told,  this  movie  seemed  like 
it  wasn't  finished  yet.  but  the  deadline 
was  up.  Still.  I  would  suggest  seeing  it 
purely  for  the  comedy. 

Anyone  who  said  Bill  Murray 
should  get  an  Oscar  hasn't  seen  the 
movie.  While  he  is  a  great  actor,  he  did- 
n't do  anything  special  in  Rushmore. 
Nothing  stuck  out  at  the  end  of  the 
movie.  If  anything.  Mason  Gamble, 
who  played  elementary  school  student 
Dirk  Calloway,  should  be  considered. 
He  was  perfect  as  Max  Fischer's  pro- 
tege. 


News  Update: 

On  Mar.  6.  the  Hockey  Falcons 
qualified  for  the  ECAC  Northeast 
Finals,  held  this  Wednesday  at 
Dartmouth,  by  beating  St.  Michael's 
with  6-4.  Gary  "Stony"  Stone  scored 
the  first  and  last  goal  for  the  Falcons. 
Tons  of  luck  tonight  gu 

Jackie  Savoury  was  the  only  lady 
Falcon  left  on  the  BU  track  this  past 
Saturday  for  the  ECAC's.  She  made  it 
to  the  semi-finals  in  the  55  meter 
dash,  and  finished  ninth  overall  with  a 
time  of  7.54.  Great  job  girl,  and 
you're  back  to  the  100  meter  stretch 
for  outdoor  again!   And  for  the  men 
Anthony  Conso  reached  the  semi- 
finals in  the  fifty-five  high  hurdles  and 
finished  in  8.60. 

During  the  Open  House  this  past 
Saturday,  our  coaches  and  athletes 
recruited  like  crazy.  A  bunch  of  poten- 
tial athletes  showed  up,  and  seemed  to 
be  very  interested  in  competing  on  one 
of  our  teams  in  the  future. 

Thank  you  to  all  captains  and  ath- 
letes for  showing  up.  and  helping  out! 

The  spring  sports  are  almost  reads 
to  roll  again,  and  they  can  be  found 
practicing  in  the  gym  or  on  their  field 
during  the  week.  Good  luck  to  all  of 
you  guys,  and  let's  make  the  most  of 
this  season!   People  interested  in  par- 
ticipating in  track  and  field  can  con- 
tact coach  Jellison  either  at  the  McKay 
gym  at  3:30  p.m..  or  call  him  at  665- 
3494.  Anyone  interested  in  baseball 
can  contact  coach  Sherlock  at  665- 
468 1 .  and  women  interested  in  hitting 
some  balls  can  do  so  with  coach 
Wallace,  so  give  her  a  buzz  at  665- 
4697! 

Anyone  interested  in  playing  vol- 
leyball in  the  fall  should  call  coach 
Paciorek  at  665-4699,  to  hook  up  with 
the  team,  and  get  ahead  during  their 
spring  practices. 


Get 

The     * 

Point 

Every 

Wednesday! 


